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New Buckenham Parish News 

December 2020 & January 2021 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

We would like to send seasonõs greetings to all our readers. We 
wish you a very merry, safe and peaceful festive season with 

best wishes for the New Year. 

We would also like to remind you that this issue of Parish News 

covers December 2020 and January 2021, so the next issue will 

be with you at the start of February. 

Parish News Committee: Mike Boswell, Mary Dowson, Geoff 

Gildersleeve and Richard Hoggett. 

 

 

Thank You 

This edition of Parish News has been sponsored in memory of 

Brian Knappett. 

We are very grateful to all our sponsors who have helped to 

cover our production costs during 2020. If you would be 
interested in sponsoring an issue of Parish News in 2021, please 

get in touch (see back cover).  

Finally, we would also like to thank our delivery team who 

make sure you receive your copy of Parish News each month. 

Parish News Committee 
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A Big Thank You & Update on the 
Community Car Scheme  
In last monthõs Parish News, Karen Hobley, on behalf of the 
Parish Council, wrote of Violet Hightonõs recent retirement 

from her longstanding service as co-ordinator of the village car 

scheme and gave thanks and praise for all her diligence and   

dedication for over 10 years. I know that all of the many users 

of the scheme and the community at large, would also like to 
echo those thanks and appreciation to Violet for her 

commitment and conscientiousness in providing and 

maintaining such a reliable and responsive car scheme (even if 

it did occasionally require her, always most courteously, to 

ôlean onõ a more hesitant volunteer driver!). 

As Karen also mentioned, as a long-standing member of the 

scheme, I agreed with Violet and the Parish Council to pick up 

her role in a ôcaretakerõ capacity.  

Obviously the Pandemic and the resulting government   

guidance has had an enormous impact on the serviceõs ability 
to function over the last seven months. Having presented to 

the Parish Council a review of all of the elements of our 

current scheme, including age and vulnerability of our drivers, 

reduction of need following reduced availability of ômedicalõ 

services, alongside the government Coronavirus guidelines and 
requirements needed around health and safety for drivers and 

service users, it has been decided by the Parish Council to 

suspend the service and this will be reviewed in January 2021. 

I have been linking closely with Alice Cattermole (NB Helping 

Hands) and will continue to do so regarding any urgent 
transport requests that may arise, as we do have possible 

access to a taxi service Breckland Council can provide, with    

sufficient notice (i.e. more than 24hrs) for URGENT medical 

appointments, when no other option is available.  

Continued on page 6... 
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This is an opportunity to take stock and also to thank all the 

existing (nine) volunteer drivers in the scheme, some of whom 

have been driving for the scheme for over 12 years, as well as 
those retired from the scheme but still around! We are all 

committed to the service and eager to get it back and running 

as soon as it is safe to do so. 

In the meantime, I am happy to hear from anyone who might 

be interested in either becoming a volunteer driver or taking 
over the role of Co-ordinator on a permanent basis in the 

future.  

I will continue to keep you informed of any changes or 

developments in relation to the car scheme and will use the 

coming months to review all the procedures and driver 
requirements that will be needed for when the scheme can be 

reopened. 

Gerry Walsh 

On behalf of the Community Car Service / 861027  

 

 

Welcome to New Buckenham 
We extend a warm welcome to Hazel and Gordon Bingham-Hall 

who have moved into 3 Moat Lane ñ they will always 
appreciate a wave as you walk past! 

Parish News Committee 

 

 

Seasonõs Greetings 
A huge thank you to everyone for their support and kindness 

during lockdown. I wish you a very Happy Christmas and send 

all good wishes for the New Year. 

Mary and Bess, Thatched Cottage 
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{ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǝŀƭ /ŀǊŜ IƻƳŜ 
aŀǊƪŜǘ tƭŀŎŜΣ bŜǿ .ǳŎƪŜƴƘŀƳΣ bƻǊŦƻƭƪΣ bwмс н!b 

ǘŜƭΥ лмфро усл фрс ŜƳŀƛƭΥ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊϪǎǘƳŀǊȅǎƘƻƳŜΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

! ƘƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƻƳŜΣ ŀǘ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎΣ ǿŜ ƻũŜǊ нп-ƘƻǳǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ-ŎŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ŎŀǊŜ 

ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǎŀŦŜΣ ǿŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦ 

¶ /ŀǊŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƻũŜǊŜŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ Řŀȅ ŎŀǊŜΣ ǊŜǎǇƛǘŜΣ ŘŜƳŜƴǝŀΣ ǇŀƭƭƛŀǝǾŜΣ 

ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƴƎκǎƘƻǊǘ-ǘŜǊƳ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǝŀƭ ŎŀǊŜ 

¶ 5ŀȅ ŎŀǊŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ Ƙƻǘ ƳŜŀƭǎ ϧ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ 

¶ CǊŜǎƘƭȅ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ƳŜŀƭǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŎŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŘƛŜǘǎ - 

/ƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ CƻƻŘ IȅƎƛŜƴŜ ǊŀǝƴƎ ƻŦ р ǎǘŀǊ 

¶ {ƛƴƎƭŜ ƻŎŎǳǇŀƴŎȅ ǊƻƻƳǎΣ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ƭƛƊΣ ǘǿƻ ŜƴŎƭƻǎŜŘ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎΣ ²ƛ-CƛΣ 

ƴǳǊǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎΣ ǿƘŜŜƭŎƘŀƛǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ǿŜǘ ǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƘŀƛǊ ǎŀƭƻƴ 

¶ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǝƳǳƭŀǝƴƎ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ 

¶ ¢ƻǇ ǊŀǝƴƎǎ ōȅ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΣ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ϧ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘŎŀǊŜ 

ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ 

¶ {ƻŎƛŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŦ-ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ 

¶ {ŜƭŦ-ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƻũŜǊŜŘ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝǾŜ ǊŀǘŜǎ 

¶ /ŀǊŜ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ ǘŀƛƭƻǊ-ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ 

¶ bƻ-ƻōƭƛƎŀǝƻƴ ŦǊŜŜ ǘǊƛŀƭ Řŀȅ ƻũŜǊŜŘ 

 

CƻǊ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŀŎǘ-ŬƴŘƛƴƎ ǾƛǎƛǘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 

ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ƻƴ лмфро усл фрс ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ 

ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊϪǎǘƳŀǊȅǎƘƻƳŜΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊŜ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ό/v/ύ 

- ¦ƴŘŜǊ ƴŜǿ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ -  
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Kokedama: A new shop for New Buck! 
You may have noticed that the old shop in Bakehouse Cottage, 
King Street has bit-by-bit been turning into a wonderful plant 

and gift shop. In a way lockdown has given us a bit of space to 

set things up.  

Carynõs stall on Norwich Market has now closed. It became 

unviable due to low footfall, lockdown and high rents. Earlier 
in the year Caryn and Tony, her partner, kept things going with 

home cooked food deliveries which was a great success and 

kept them very busy.  

Moving on to their next project (they like a project!), realising 

the rising popularity of indoor plants and gardening due to all 
the restrictions and being lovers of plants and interior 

decoration opening the shop up again seemed like a no brainer!  

Bakehouse Cottage has evolved over the years, having been a 

corn merchantõs and many other trades long ago. Carynõs 

mother was a potter and sold her pots from the shop. Then, 
when Caryn moved into the Cottage, she opened it up again to 

sell off items that were remaining of her motherõs, then 

gradually replaced this with clothes and ôbohemian styleõ  

items gathered from around the world. The stall on Norwich 

market was an offshoot of this. 

Kokedama is a ball of soil, covered with moss, on which an 

ornamental plant grows. The idea has its origins in Japan, 

where it is a combination of the nearai bonsai and kusamono 

planting styles. Caryn and Tony have decided that this will be 

the name of their shop, which will sell indoor plants, 
homeware products, gifts, jewellery, gift vouchers, etc. 

The shop will officially open on Thursday 3rd December. Until 

Covid is behind us, unfortunately people can only visit by 

appointment, which you can make by calling one of the three 

numbers on the advert or through the appointment facility on 
the Facebook page of the same name. One person at a time 

will be able to visit or more if part of the same bubble. 
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Customers will be asked to sanitise hands on entry and Caryn or 

Tony will be nearby for any help or advice.  

New Buckenham has always welcomed new businesses into the 
village and Caryn and Tony are looking forward to welcoming 

new customers on their exciting journey into the world of 

plants!  

Caryn Lewis 

 

 

 

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 
Despite the lack of door-to-door collections, this yearõs Royal 

British Legion Poppy Appeal raised a total of Ã383.05p. Many 
thanks to all of those who made a donation!  
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 Barbie Goes to Bethlehem: Can You Help? 

In the first lockdown, when the church was completely closed, 
many people enjoyed the Mothering Sunday and Easter displays 

we put in the porch. This time round, you can get in to borrow 

books or for a quiet sit or even, hopefully, for Christmas 

services, but we thought weõd continue the practice of 

decorating the porch for all to see. 

We canõt put our fragile crib 

figures out there, so weõre 

inviting the whole village to 

help make something 

different! Come and collect a 
Barbie/Action Man/Disney 

Hero from the church from 

10am on the morning of 

Saturday December 5th; leave 

your name and tick off which 
character youõd like to dress 

them as ñ Mary, Joseph, 

angels, innkeeper and wife, 

shepherd(esse)s, wise (wo)

men, and maybe a few 
others! I have 15 Barbies and 

9 chaps (donõt ask why) so 

plenty for all. Then, bring 

them back to make the 

tableau on the morning of Saturday 12th December. This is 
open to all ages and if children have animal figures theyõd like 

to lend, please bring them along too! 

Google ôBarbie Nativityõ for inspiration, then get sewing/

sticking/stapling ñ no great skill expected! 

Susan Jowett  

860929 
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HAND-MADE WINDOWS 
DOORS, KITCHENS 
AND FURNITURE 

 

EVERYONE IS TALKING ABOUT 

JAMIEõS HAND MADE WOODWORK 

TELEPHONE JAMIE ON 

01953 860 933 
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Greetings Biz Bods! 

Time to catch up on the latest Biz Buzz 

The crisis updates are continuing on 

Facebook and Next Door platforms.  

This month, itõs all about FOOD GLORIOUS 

FOOD! Well, perhaps itõs more about how our 
local businesses are overcoming lockdown 

Ý Angel Cakes takeaways are flying out of the door.  

Ý Kingõs Head gets into the Best Pub Guide for 2021 and 

offers king-size Friday night takeaways.  

Ý Kingõs Stores get a right royal thumbs up from the 

Queenõs Lord Lieutenant of Norfolk. 

Ý Free Brexit webinars to help you get a handle on whatõs 

happening. 

Ý The latest on the County Broadband deal. 

Ý And, of course, the extraordinary twists and turns of the 

Mobile Phone Mast Mystery! 

If you have any biz notes please send to: info@np4nb.online 

Biz Buzz is a group of business folk and wannabes in and 

around New Buckenham spreading the news, offering support 

and swapping contacts. 

Janet Trewin 

 

 

 

mailto:info@np4nb.online
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SMART GARDENS  

Lawns & Borders 

Maintained  

Spring & Autumn Pruning  

Hedges Trimmed  

For a free quote ring 

Vicky or Alan  

01953 860451 

vickyal0712@gmail.com  
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Village Bookstall 
Once again, huge thanks to everyone who has brought and 

bought books and DVDs, and above all to Jane Ling who has 

taken the project over while Ian has been in hospital and 

convalescing. It has provided some much needed income for 

the church.  

Our shelves are full at the moment, with lots more overspill in 

the pews on the far side of the church, which is also where the 

DVDs are. As we are now thinking about spacing congregations 

for Christmas, we regret wonõt be able to accept any more 

donations until the new year and then probably only fiction. 

But, please do keep buying ñ there are some excellent food 

books, big sections on biography and well being, and a 

separate childrenõs section, as well as lots of fiction. 

Susie Jowett / 860929 

 

 

 

New Village Interpretation Panel 
Did you know that the Almshouses are built in a Jacobean style 

and have links to the Netherlands? Or that Chapel Hill was once 

known as Hippy Hill? Residents and visitors can now find these 

fascinating facts and lots of other information about our village 
on the new interpretation panel which is now on display in the 

parish noticeboard on the Market Place.  

We also offer a handy pocket-sized preview of the panel on the 

following pages!  

Andrew Bingham 



New Buckenham Parish News 15 December 2020 & January 2021 

 



 

 
 





New Buckenham Parish News 18 December 2020 & January 2021 

New Buckenham Climate Action Now 
Adopt a Tree Project 

This has been a joyous and uplifting project in these dark and 
uncertain times. We started this project back in February this 

year with an application to the Parish Council Community Fund 

which we were delighted to get. Thank you Parish Council for 

supporting this project. We leafleted the village to find 

adopters of trees and we were astounded and excited that all 
the trees had gone in under 6 hours! The next stage was to 

decide on and buy the trees and we were expertly helped in 

this by Phil Anderson who is a tree encyclopaedia. One wet 

Sunday morning in October some of us from CAN visited Philõs 

glorious wood and chose the trees we wanted for the project. 
It was a magical visit and we were protected from the rain by 

the many diverse and beautiful trees and were serenaded with 

bird song. 

We began planting on Saturday 

24th October. Gerry and Geoff 
Gildersleeve were our first 

planters, ably assisted by their 

son Simon. They had chosen a 

Field Maple. Tom and Cheryl 

Underwood with their lovely 
boys (left) planted our second 

tree ñ they had chosen a Rowan 

as this is Tomõs middle name! 

The boys were enthusiastic 

diggers and found some 
interesting artefacts in the form 

of old bones and a mobile 

phone. Grandparents John and Alison were there for moral 

support and photos. In the afternoon, Michele and Chris 

planted a flowering cherry for their grandchildren in Australia. 
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On Sunday the 25th October Andrea and some of her 

childminded children planted a Holm Oak, an evergreen oak.  

She started digging with two boys and then two girls arrived to 
help. The children are already planning to decorate their tree 

for Christmas and are visiting it every day to tell it stories and 

sing it songs. Nicky and Mark from Oak Cottage planted their 

chosen tree, which is a Bramley apple, and have dedicated this 

to Markõs mother and father, who had a Bramley, and Mark 
remembers the delicious apple pies made by his mum. In the 

afternoon, another flowering cherry was planted by Hollie, 

who has only lived in the village a few months. 

The next planting was on the 

27th and the weather had 
changed. Undaunted, Michele 

guided Archie, Ellie and Carolyn 

to plant the beautiful Winter 

Orange Lime tree on the Village 

Green (right) after a false start 
of old roots blocking new! In 

the afternoon, Sue was on hand 

for the planting of our second 

Field Maple, planted by Nicola 

and John King. 

We had a short break from planting and, oh dear, the second 

lock down happened! So, well done planters for planting in 

your own family groups with no CAN supporters. On Saturday 

7th November, Mandy and her family planted a Cox apple; the 

Diss Express came to take photos and have written a wonderful 
article which appeared on 12th November: 

https://www.dissexpress.co.uk/news/villagers-unite-to-make-

sure-real-change-is-rooted-in-trees-9129867/ 

 

Continued on page 21... 

https://www.dissexpress.co.uk/news/villagers-unite-to-make-sure-real-change-is-rooted-in-trees-9129867/
https://www.dissexpress.co.uk/news/villagers-unite-to-make-sure-real-change-is-rooted-in-trees-9129867/
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