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New Buckenham Parish News 

April 2021 

Parish News News 
Every month, Parish News is distributed free to every house in 
the village, and we are very grateful to the Parish Council and 

all those villagers who have helped to cover our production 

costs during 2020. We are also grateful to those businesses who 

choose to advertise with us, especially during these difficult 

times.  

If you would be interested in sponsoring an issue of Parish 

News in 2021, please contact Mary Dowson on 01953 860320 or 

mdowson@btinternet.com. 

Parish News Committee 

 

 

Please be Aware 

Around lunchtime on Thursday 25th March, a man exposed 

himself to a woman walking alone at the Dam Brigg and then 

proceeded to follow her in his van as she walked back up into 
the village. The incident has been reported to the police and 

was mentioned on the village Facebook page, but is included 

here to raise awareness among those who may not have heard 

about it already.  

 

Cover Photo: Primroses by Charles Oxley. 
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Village Hall Update: 
Spring 2021  
Some of you will have noticed 

the scaffolding on the roof of 

the Village Hall, which marks 

the start of the “Refurbish Our 
Village Hall” project.  

The Trustees agreed to use the money from our recent 

bequests to invest in a building project which includes:  

• Fixing the roof; 

• Insulating, re-plastering, painting and decorating the 

Hall; 

• LED lighting and new flooring for the entrance and the 

meeting rooms;  

• Replacement of the external doors;  

• Replacement of the fencing around the car park.  

This is a major piece of work undertaken by the Trustees. Our 
Hall is 25 years old and it needed some attention — what 

better way to spend this time and our generous bequests than 

to make it a more comfortable and welcoming venue for the 

future? 

The Village Hall Trust is a registered charity, managed by a 
group of Trustees representing a cross-section of our 

community. We currently have vacancies on the Trust, so if 

you are interested in getting involved in managing a 

community venue please contact us at  

bookings@newbuckenhamvillagehall.co.uk  

We look forward to welcoming our community back in the 

coming months! 

Juliet Fulford 

Village Hall Trust 

 

mailto:bookings@newbuckenhamvillagehall.co.uk
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Work on the Moat 
Some of you will be aware that I have been clearing the moat 
area next to the cricket pitch over the past seven weeks. This 
was something I had taken upon myself to do, as I felt that 
managing the area would encourage more wildlife.  

I made some enquiries as to whether the land was owned by 
the Parish Council, but could not find out conclusively. On 
Saturday 20th March, I was advised by Andrew Bingham, Vice-
Chair of the Parish Council, that what I had done was fine, but 
that I should stop, as the land does belong to the PC. I was a 
bit upset at this, but over the next couple of days cut back no 
more of the bushes, just continued to clear and pile up the 
debris. On Monday 22nd March, Parish Councillor Don Crossman 
and Charles Oxley came to see me at the site and told me I 
must stop. Things became a bit heated, I lost my temper and 
swore at them both. I would like to take this opportunity to 
publicly apologise to them for my behaviour. 

I have finished the work now and have plans to clear the 

debris. I’d like to thank all the people who passed positive 

comments as they went by, saw me in the village or via 
Facebook. I was particularly pleased with the comments from a 

Norfolk Wildlife Trust employee, who said the work would be 

good for wildlife. 

Robin Steel 860521 

 

Coming and Going 

We extend a warm welcome to Sue and Steve Taylor who have 

moved into Dial House, King Street. We hope you enjoy your 

time in our community. We also say farewell to Keiron and 
Sally Elvin with appreciation for their contributions to village 

life. 

Parish News Committee 
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St Mary’s Residential Care Home 
Market Place, New Buckenham, Norfolk, NR16 2AN 

tel: 01953 860 956 email: manager@stmaryshome.co.uk 

A home from home, at St MaryΩs, we offer 24-hour person-centered care 

within safe, warm and friendly surroundings with an emphasis on 

providing a high quality of life. 

• Care services offered include day care, respite, dementia, palliative, 

end of life and long/short-term residential care 

• Day care services include hot meals & refreshments 

• Freshly prepared meals, including catering for special diets - 

Consistently received highest Food Hygiene rating of 5 star 

• Single occupancy rooms, passenger lift, two enclosed gardens, Wi-Fi, 

nurse call facilities, wheelchair friendly wet room and a hair salon 

• Residents enjoy engaging and stimulating activities 

• Top ratings by residents, family & friends and healthcare 

professionals 

• Social Services and self-funding residents welcome 

• Self-funding residents offered very competitive rates 

• Care package tailor-made to meet your requirements 

• No-obligation free trial day offered 

 

For further information or for a fact-finding visit, please contact 

the manager on 01953 860 956 or email 

manager@stmaryshome.co.uk 

Registered and licensed to provide services by the Care Quality Commission (CQC) 

- Under new management -  
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Biz Buzz 

Kings Head Secrets — something's afoot, but 
Danny won't tell! Intriguing. The KH will not 

open on April 12th. The rules allow outdoors only 

and table service, however, their outdoor space 

is not big enough, the weather unreliable and checking two 

households with no more than six sitting 2m apart is impossible 
to police. Further, using the facilities means you go inside 

anyway. Danny has been scrupulous about safety all along and 

prefers to wait until May 18th for the full unlocking. Takeaways 

will probably re-start before then, so watch the web. Danny 

says, “The support from the village is absolutely fantastic. It’s 
been very humbling for us. To keep a village pub alive at the 

best of times is so, so hard physically and mentally. Covid has 

been incredibly tough, changing the business model and 

ensuring our staff get paid. Now we are getting ready for the 

100 hours a week we were each doing before!”  

 

Brand New Edge-of-Village Offices to Let: Forget building an 

office in the garden or spending all day working in your 

bedroom! Eight offices will soon be available at Folly Farm on 

Upgate Street. Each approx. 5m square with shared toilet and 
kitchen. If all goes well, Openreach will supply hyper-fast 

broadband to the premises, to be rolled out from Attleborough 

in a month or so. Contact Gillian Adcock: 0755 2871992 or 

djthompsonandsons@gmail.com 

 

STAY SAFEé KEEP CALMé DON'T GIVE UP! 

If you know anyone who might find this group useful, do pass 

the information on to them 

All Biz Buzz updates are to be found on www.np4nb.online. 

Janet Trewin 

mailto:djthompsonandsons@gmail.com
http://www.np4nb.online/
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SMART GARDENS  

Lawns & Borders 

Maintained  

Spring & Autumn Pruning  

Hedges Trimmed  

For a free quote ring 

Vicky or Alan  

01953 860451 

vickyal0712@gmail.com  
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New Buckenham Parish Council 
Our next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 13th 
April and will take place via Zoom. In order to join us, you will 

need to download Zoom on to your laptop, tablet or phone. 

Details of how to join us for the meeting will be posted a few 

days beforehand on the Parish Council website and on our 

noticeboard on the Village Green. All parishioners are welcome 
to sign in. In the meantime, contact details for the Parish 

Council can be found elsewhere in this Parish News. Please 

contact me or any other councillor if you need further 

information about the meeting or any other Parish Council 

matters. 

Dates for 2021: All meetings are held on the second Tuesday of 

the month at 7:30pm usually in the Village Hall but currently 

via Zoom. These will take place on 11th May, 8th June, 13th 

July, 14th September, 12th October, 9th November and 14th 

December. The Parish Council does not meet in August. 

At our March meeting, Andrew Nettleton was co-opted on to 

the Parish Council to replace Paul Martin. We would like to 

thank Andrew for joining us and welcome him to the Parish 

Council. 

Karen Hobley - Chair 

 

Summary of Draft Minutes March 2021 

1.  Minutes of the February meeting were approved. 

2.  Matters Arising: queries on flooding at the Dam Brigg and 

 the status of Church Farm House have been actioned, 

 Clerk to circulate correspondence from Cllr Askew. 

3.  Casual Vacancy 

Council resolved that Andrew Nettleton be co-opted to 
serve as Parish Councillor. He confirmed his acceptance 

of the terms of the declaration of office and then      

participated in the meeting in his new capacity. 
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4. Public Participation 

 a)  District/County Cllr Report 

 Cllr Askew outlined various forms of assistance 
 available related to Covid 19. He undertook to 

 investigate progress on the resurfacing of Marsh 

 Lane. 

b)  Parishioners’ Comments and Questions 

 Vanessa Walker expressed her appreciation of the 
 online Parish Council meetings which had enabled 

 her to attend more easily. 

c)  Parish Councillor Reports 

 Concern was expressed about an increase in littering 

 on the cricket pitch and parking on the verge near 
 the Play area.  

5.  Financial Matters 

a)  the financial report for February was received. 

b)  payments for March were approved. 

c)  Community Car Scheme: Gerry Walsh reported the 
 grant from Breckland DC was approved. DBS and 

 medical checks will be updated to enable the service 

 to re-open when possible. 

6.  Planning 

 Application received: Beech House, Norwich Road: 
 replacement of 11 windows, patio doors and two 

 rear doors — no objection. 

7.  Neighbourhood Plan 

Cllr Manning reported the draft NP is still with Breckland 

DC awaiting final comments. 

8.  Amenities 

a)  Allotments 

i) Allotment 12 has been cleared and is now 

available for tenants. 
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ii) Cllrs agreed to discuss allotment agreements and 

rules at the next meeting. 

b) Cemetery: Cllrs agreed to discuss cemetery rules and 
policies at the next meeting. 

c) Market Place: Clerk presented two options for the 

replacement of litter bins on the Village Green and Play 

Area. Decision to be made at the next meeting after 

further research. 

d) Closed Churchyard 

i) Phil Anderson will undertake remedial work on a 

yew tree near the church and remove an elder which 

will cause a problem to overhead wires. 

ii) Clerk has received a request from the landlords of 
The Cottage, Church Street for the PC to repair their 

boundary wall. Clerk will request the landlord to 

obtain quotations. 

e) Play Area 

i) Spare parts for the repairs to the roundabout are 
on order. 

ii) Options for the installation of sensory play 

equipment to be discussed next meeting. 

f) Grounds Maintenance: Broadland Tree Services have 

agreed to extend their contract for up to three years. 

 

Mary Dowson on behalf of the Parish Council 
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HAND-MADE WINDOWS 
DOORS, KITCHENS 
AND FURNITURE 

 

EVERYONE IS TALKING ABOUT 

JAMIE’S HAND MADE WOODWORK 

TELEPHONE JAMIE ON 

01953 860 933 

R.G. Plumbing 

and Heating 

 

Free 

estimates 

Fully 

qualified 

and insured 

 

07920 032363 

RGaultPlumbing@gmail.com  
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St Martinõs Church Services — April 2021 

Thurs 
1st 

7:30pm 
Maundy 
Service, 

Quidenham 
Maundy Thursday 

Fri 2nd All day 
Church open, 
Easter Garden 

Good Friday 

Sat 3rd 7:30pm 
Group Service, 

Quidenham 
Easter Eve 

Sun 4th 11:00am 
Holy 

Communion 
Easter Day 

Sun 11th 6:30pm Evensong Easter 2 

Sun 18th 11:00am Morning Prayer Easter 3 

Sun 25th 11:00am 
Morning 
Worship 

Easter 4 

 

Pollution 

I have noticed instances of vehicles parked outside the 

village shop with their engines idling. Vehicle emissions, 

particularly from diesel cars, are harmful to health. Under 

current guidelines several people may be queuing to enter 

the shop, and children especially may be at risk from inhaling 
fumes. The Covid pandemic has brought particular health 

issues into focus, but we must not ignore wider health risks. 

Please switch off engines when parked in the village. Stay 

safe and stay well. 

Michael Boswell 
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Notwithstanding the difficult year that we have all 

encountered, we can still broach the subject of funerals. 

Often the subject is not discussed until needed and often at 
that point it is a rushed and painful experience. Do our loved 

ones know your wishes? Some of us get ahead and pay for a 

funeral plan because of the fear of huge funeral bills.  

We at Turner Funerals want to offer you the opportunity to 

get the conversation out of the dark. We hope to offer a fresh 
and lighter approach to the whole subject. It is not necessary 

to always have a traditional funeral. Decorum and integrity 

are still the most important requisites for any arrangement 

but there are new and alternative approaches. 

We are more than willing to come to your home to have a 
chat or your group/club to give a talk to lighten the 

atmosphere and help you begin. 

Covid protocols will be adhered to until restrictions are fully 

lifted. 
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Contributions for the May 2021 issue of New Buckenham Parish News should be 

submitted by 6:00pm on Wednesday 21st April 2021 to Linda Bryan, Pine 

Cottage, Marsh Lane (861107), Michael Boswell, Peel House, Chapel Street 

(860015), Richard Hoggett, 9 Church Street (860136) or by email to 

editor@newbucknews.co.uk. 

TO ADVERTISE: please contact Mary Dowson on 01953 860320 or mdowson@btinternet.com 

 

New Buckenham Parish Council 
Chair:   Karen Hobley        
   (01953 860529 / karenhobley@hotmail.com) 

Vice-Chair:  Andrew Bingham       
   (01953 861150 / andrew.bingham100@gmail.com) 

Councillors:  Don Crossman (01953 861246) 

   Mary Dowson (01953 860320) 

   Steve Highton (01953 860499) 

   Mary Manning (01953 861242) 

Clerk:   Trevor Wenman        
   (01379 641423 / parishclerk@newbuckenham.net) 

The Parish Council meets at 7:30pm on the second Tuesday of every 
month. At present, the meetings are being held online via Zoom. 
Further information about how to join these meetings, and the 
Parish Council more generally, can be found on our notice board on 
the Village Green or on our website www.newbuckenhampc.info. 

mailto:editor@newbucknews.co.uk
mailto:mdowson@btinternet.com
mailto:karenhobley@hotmail.com
mailto:andrew.bingham100@gmail.com
mailto:parishclerk@newbuckenham.net
http://www.newbuckenhampc.info/

