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Eastern Angles: Red Skies 
With the Seventieth anniversary of George Orwell's death this 

year Eastern Angles are bringing Red Skies, their spring tour, to 

audiences in East Anglia. Written by Ivan Cutting, who also 
wrote Private Resistance, the play centres on a fictional 

meeting between two of Suffolkõs most famous residents: 

George Orwell, who took his name from the Ipswich river, and 

Arthur Ransome, who lived on it. 

The play opens in Southwold just before the outbreak of war, 

and Orwellõs father is dying. Arthur, along with his wife 

Evgenla, are sailing up the coast from Pin Mill. When Orwell, 
who is about to write Animal Form, learns that Evgenia was 

the former secretary of Russiaõs revolutionary leader, Trotsky, 

and that Ransome used to play chess with Lenin, he hurries 

down to the harbour. 

 

Continued overleaf... 

 

Thank You 

We are very grateful to the Hobley Family, who have sponsored 
this monthõs issue of Parish News. We are very grateful to all 

our sponsors who help us to cover our production costs. 

Parish News Committee  
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Ivan Cutting, on his Inspiration for the play said, ôIt was one of 

those lightening-strike moments. After directing We Didnõt 

Mean to Go to Sea, our play based on Ransomeõs book, I was 
reading a new biography on Orwell and realised the two 

authors were so close by in 1939 ñ it was a way of engineering 

an imaginary meeting and everything flowed from there. 

With their shared interest in fishing, fables and the east coast, 

the two writers begin a tentative friendship, until a mutual 

suspicion of spies causes sparks to fly. The extraordinary links 

between Orwell and Ransome and the women they loved fuels 
the flames. Resolution comes in 1950 with a new decade, and 

Orwellõs final days. 

This comic, clever and at times deeply personal new play, 

probes behind the fa­ade of two famous authors to find the 

secrets that both inspired and haunted them. 

Red Skies will be performed at New Buckenham Village Hall on 

Wednesday 1st April at 7:30pm. Tickets cost Ã9 and Ã8 

(concessions) and are available from Kings Stores or 
wegottickets.com. 

 

Attention Cyclists! 

While most cyclists are careful and considerate in the country 

lanes towards pedestrians, there are a few occasions when I 

have been suddenly surprised by the appearance of a cyclist, 

especially from behind, but sometimes in front of me.  

In my own case, my white cane is there to indicate I am 

partially sighted. Could I please ask that you use the bell if you 

have one or otherwise announce your presence in good time, 

especially when approaching from behind pedestrians.  

Thank you. 

Michael Boswell 

wegottickets.com
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