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Coronavirus 
As you will see in these pages, the social changes required to 
contain and delay the spread of the coronavirus are having a 

strong impact on everyday life in the village. Schools, pubs and 

the Village Hall are closed until further notice, most of the 

planned village events have been cancelled, and many of our 

more vulnerable residents are self-isolating. Kings Stores plans 
to stay open as  

Another impact of the lockdown is the fact that we haven’t 

been able to get this issue of Parish News printed 

professionally, and are instead making this issue available 

online. While it may not be possible for us to continue to 
produce the magazine in its current format over the summer, 

please be assured that we will make every effort to continue 

to get important news to you, so do keep your contributions 

coming in.  

It is possible to access an online version of Parish News at 
http://newbuckenham.net/index.php/parish-news. If you find 

yourself with time to fill, you can download back-issues of the 

magazine from 2017 onwards! 

It is also possible to receive your copy of Parish News by email, 

and if you would like to do this you can sign up for our mailing 
list here: http://eepurl.com/dhB-1P. 

Finally, we wish you all the best during this difficult time. Look 

after yourselves and each other. 

Parish News Committee 

http://newbuckenham.net/index.php/parish-news
http://eepurl.com/dhB-1P
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New Buckenham Village Hall 
We are very sorry to announce that from Midnight on Friday 
20th March the Village Hall will be closed until further notice. 

This decision was not made lightly, but following the current 

government guidelines of self-isolation for vulnerable groups 

and social distancing we feel this is the right action to take. 

If you have a booking with us which you paid in advance we 
will be in contact to discuss if you would like this to be fully 

refunded or held in credit for when the hall re-opens. 

Groups who usually receive invoices will not be charged any 

hire fees from 21st March until we re-open. Your bookings will 

remain in the diary and when the hall re-opens your classes 
and groups are welcome to continue. 

We will review the situation regularly and maintain contact 

with all hirers to keep you informed. 

Please note that the hall will be locked and no access will be 

possible without prior arrangement. If you have items in stor-
age you would like to access please contact Stevie Hobley via 

email bookings@newbuckenhamvillagehall.co.uk or call on   

01953 860611. 

Please look after yourselves and your neighbours. We will have 

the hall bustling with community life again as soon as we have 
the green light to do so! 

We thank you for your support and understanding during this 

difficult time. 

New Buckenham Village Hall Trustees 

mailto:bookings@newbuckenhamvillagehall.co.uk
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HAND-MADE WINDOWS 
DOORS, KITCHENS 
AND FURNITURE 

 

EVERYONE IS TALKING ABOUT 

JAMIE’S HAND MADE WOODWORK 

TELEPHONE JAMIE ON 

01953 860 933 



New Buckenham Parish News 6 April 2020 

St Martin’s Church 
This is something we never thought we should ever, ever see — 
the Church of England, in compliance with the Government's 

orders to overcome the Coronavirus epidemic, has ordered that 

all public worship must be cancelled. Until the virus is under 

control, it is necessary and we have no alternative but to 

comply. The church will therefore be closed until such time as 
it is safe to reopen.  

In the meantime, the Rector will provide Sunday prayers and 

readings for anyone who would like them by e-mail and on 

paper. If you would like to receive one, please get in touch 

with one of us and we shall be very happy to arrange it. 

Stephen Wright (887183), Helen Pearson (860251) & Susan 

Hilton-Jowett (860929) 

 

New Buckenham Parish Council 

The April Parish Council meeting has been cancelled, and a 
further update will be provided in next month’s Parish News. 

In the meantime, contact details for the Parish Council can be 

found on page 15.  

The Parish Council would like to stress that the Play Area is 

closed until further notice. We are fully aware of our 
responsibility to safeguard our youngsters and have taped it off 

on two occasions. Unfortunately, the tape has been 

subsequently removed on both occasions. We are committed to 

re-opening it as soon as we are able to but, in the meantime, 

please could everyone spread the word that it is closed.  

Many thanks. 

Karen Hobley 

01953 860529 / karenhobley@hotmail.com 

mailto:karenhobley@hotmail.com
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Village&Vestry Coffee Morning  

You will not be surprised to read that the Coffee Morning 
planned for 4th April has been postponed. We look forward to 

welcoming you again very soon. 

Maria Lloyd  

 

Drop-In Café  
The monthly Drop-In Café is cancelled for the foreseeable 

future, but we hope to be up and running again soon. I’d like 

to thank everyone who has attended, helped set up/clear 

away, made tea, brought biscuits and cakes. We WILL be back! 

Kathie Steel (860521) 

 

New Buckenham Art Exhibition  

The organisers of the New Buckenham Art Exhibition have 

decided to cancel this year’s exhibition, but are looking 
forward to another successful exhibition in 2021!  

Hazel Rush  

 

The Inn on the Green 

As well at the temporary closures brought about by the 
lockdown, the coronavirus has also brought forward the 

planned closure of the Inn on the Green, which was reported in 

the February issue of Parish News. We would like to express 

out sincere thanks to David and Julie, and their staff, for the 

wonderful meals and many happy times which they have 
provided us at both the Inn on the Green and the Gamekeeper 

during the last 12 years. We wish them all the best with their 

retirement!  

Parish News Committee 
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St Mary’s Residential Care Home 
Market Place, New Buckenham, Norfolk, NR16 2AN 

tel: 01953 860 956 email: manager@stmaryshome.co.uk 

A home from home, at St Mary’s, we offer 24-hour person-centered care 

within safe, warm and friendly surroundings with an emphasis on 

providing a high quality of life. 

• Care services offered include day care, respite, dementia, palliative, 

end of life and long/short-term residential care 

• Day care services include hot meals & refreshments 

• Freshly prepared meals, including catering for special diets - 

Consistently received highest Food Hygiene rating of 5 star 

• Single occupancy rooms, passenger lift, two enclosed gardens, Wi-Fi, 

nurse call facilities, wheelchair friendly wet room and a hair salon 

• Residents enjoy engaging and stimulating activities 

• Top ratings by residents, family & friends and healthcare 

professionals 

• Social Services and self-funding residents welcome 

• Self-funding residents offered very competitive rates 

• Care package tailor-made to meet your requirements 

• No-obligation free trial day offered 

 

For further information or for a fact-finding visit, please contact 

the manager on 01953 860 956 or email 

manager@stmaryshome.co.uk 

Registered and licensed to provide services by the Care Quality Commission (CQC) 

- Under new management -  
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Comments on the Plan 
The Neighbourhood Plan team launched the Plan on 21st 
December (was it that long ago?) and urged village residents to 

make their comments. Every household had a copy delivered. 

We also contacted landowners, statutory organisations such as 

Breckland Council and Historic England, and utility companies. 

When the consultation closed in mid-February we had received 
responses from villagers (27), village organisations (3), 

statutory consultees (5) and landowners (2). Nearly all this was 

done by email but some village responses were left at Kings 

Stores. 

The team is now carefully sifting all the responses to see 
where the Plan should be modified in light of the comments 

made, whether by correcting factual errors, removing 

ambiguities, rephrasing to suit 'planning-speak' or just adopting 

good ideas. This takes time but the Plan will be much better as 

a result thanks to everyone's thoughtful and constructive 
comments. Eventually all the comments made and our 

responses will be posted online. 

We are grateful to all who responded. Our special thanks go to 

Sue and her staff at Kings Stores who have displayed posters 

and leaflets and acted as our post office throughout the 
project. 

Neighbourhood Plan Team 
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Helping hands in New Buckenham 
If you are self-isolating, there is a group of volunteers within 
the village who are willing to help in the following ways: 

 Picking up your shopping  

 Picking up urgent supplies (e.g. medication, etc.) 

 Posting your letters 

 Walking your dog 

 Contacting you by telephone to check that you are alright 

If you need help, please ring Alice and Richard on 01953 

860136 and we will pass your details on to a volunteer who will 

do their best to help. If you’d rather email it’s 

alicecattermole@hotmail.com or you can text us on 07900 

272524. We will usually be available between 8am and 9pm 
and will check our messages frequently throughout the day. 

Kings Stores can be contacted on 01953 860264 or by email at 

suecat64@outlook.com. 

 

 

 

Free Tree Giveaway! 

Following our symbolic planting of an oak tree on the village 

green last year, New Buckenham Climate Action Now has eight 

cell-grown native trees to give away on a first-come first-
served basis.  

We have two each of rowans, crab apples, hollies and silver 

birches. If you would like to help fight climate change by 

planting a tree in your garden please call Annie (861300) or Sue 

(860100). 

mailto:alicecattermole@hotmail.com
mailto:suecat64@outlook.com
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There’s nothing Common about New Buck!  
In these strange days of deep fear and uncertainty, we are 
confronting a very real concern about both physical and 

psychological wellbeing. Experts increasingly tell us that 

engagement with the natural world can be the great de-

stresser. There are those of us who have long known this! How 

fortunate, then, that New Buckenham is surrounded by quite 
exceptional countryside, providing a daily feast for the senses.  

I have been visiting your beautiful village for over thirty years. 

A refugee annually from the challenges in Northern Ireland, at 

first I came with my wife, then with our daughters, one of 

whom chose to do Science at UEA. All of us feel a part of this 
Norfolk gem. In all this time, I have been privileged to see 

wildlife which is increasingly rare elsewhere.  

Last week alone, as the coronavirus crisis mounted, gentle 

walks along Cuffer Lane resulted in opportunities to see, high 

in the sky, ten buzzards all circling at once; a group of roe deer 
crossing the fields in full view; skylarks filling the air with their 

remarkable music; yellow hammers lighting up the hedgerows; 

hares animating the furrows, and primroses brightening the 

banks and ditches. Everywhere there are signs of spring and the 

hope it brings. It is impossible not to feel re-invigorated. 

But that’s just a snapshot. There is so much more. I've walked 

Cuffer Lane — this small, historic stretch of the Tas Valley Way 

— in all seasons and at all times of the day and night. There are 

at least nine of the UK's 18 species of bat, all of them red listed 

and in need of protection. The fact that they are here suggests 
still healthy numbers of insects on which the bats feed.  

On starry winter nights, I have listened to Tawny Owls. On 

misty autumn evenings, Barn Owls have ghosted close overhead 

and on one memorable Summer morning a Little Owl sat like a 

benign gargoyle on a low barn roof.  

Continued on page 16... 
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New Buckenham Parish Council 
Chair:   Karen Hobley        
   (01953 860529 / karenhobley@hotmail.com) 

Vice-Chair:  Andrew Bingham       
   (01953 861150 / andrew.bingham100@gmail.com) 

Councillors:  Don Crossman (01953 861246) 

   Mary Dowson (01953 860320) 

   Steve Highton (01953 860499) 

   Mary Manning (01953 861242) 

   Paul Martin (01953 861117) 

Clerk:   Trevor Wenman        
   (01379 641423 / parishclerk@newbuckenham.net) 

The Parish Council meets at 7:30pm in the Village Hall on the 
second Tuesday of every month. Further information about the 
Parish Council can be found on our notice board on the Village 
Green or on our website www.newbuckenhampc.info. 

mailto:karenhobley@hotmail.com
mailto:andrew.bingham100@gmail.com
mailto:parishclerk@newbuckenham.net
http://www.newbuckenhampc.info/
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As human beings scramble for 

the re-set button, the natural 

world carries on. Spring 
develops. More bird migrants 

will arrive: chiffchaffs, willow 

warblers and whitethroats 

with their scribbling song. I am 

eager to see whether there 
will be an upturn in the 

numbers of house martins, 

swallows and swifts whose 

numbers were down last year. Don’t you, in the village, look 

forward to the shrill shrieking of a squadron of swifts 
screaming down King Street?  

The populations of some farmland birds have crashed 

alarmingly. To all intents and purposes, we have lost 

corncrakes and corn buntings, the grey or English Partridge is 

in trouble and then there is the case of the Turtle dove which 
flies 6000 miles from west Africa to breed here. When I first 

came to New Buckenham in the late 1980s, I heard and saw 

them daily. Since then, their numbers have has dropped by 

95%. For a while there were none here at all, but in recent 

summers they’ve returned here. About now they’ll be setting 
out from sub-Saharan Africa, flying up to 700km a day to arrive 

here in late April/May. Now that is a hopeful thought. The 

RSPB even tracks some of them on their extraordinary journey, 

mostly to the East of England. I am already filled with hope 

and excitement for the first reports of their purring call on the 
Common or on Cuffer Lane. 

Oh, and please let’s have a good summer! In good summers, 

New Buckenham will be surrounded by clouds of our most 

beautiful butterflies: Brimstones, Peacocks, Red Admirals, 

Small Tortoiseshells, Commas, Painted Ladies, Gatekeepers, 
and so on. 

Then there are the toads, frogs, newts — you even have the 
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Great Crested newt, which is so rare. And what about snakes? 

Once it was called the ‘common’ grass snake. There's nothing 

much that’s ‘common’ about this green, yellow and black 
slithering body now. I’ve kept a diary and the lists of species 

I’ve seen here goes on and on… you have a wildlife-lovers 

haven. 

I am a city dweller with a passion for the countryside. It’s to 

the country that I go to soothe a troubled mind, to find peace 
and beauty and endless delight and stimulation. What a 

pleasure it has been to share in New Buckenham’s natural 

abundance — increasingly rare and vulnerable and precious as 

it is. 

Long may it survive and thrive and bring its life-enhancing 
benefits to its lucky custodians and guardians! 

Thank you to the Parish News for affording me the opportunity 

to reflect on a small corner of England that has become a much 

loved second home to me. Oh, and did I mention the hares…? 

Terry Jones 

Tfwjones@yahoo.co.uk / 10 Dundela Gardens, Belfast, BT4 3DH 

mailto:Tfwjones@yahoo.co.uk
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Biz Buzz March 2020 
Biz Buzz is a support group for all businesses of any 
size, full time or part time, in and around New 

Buckenham. It’s particularly useful for those who 

work from home, the self-employed and small businesses, 

whether on the high street or online. Retired folk are also 

welcome, as they have expertise we can learn from. 

Our aim is to share knowledge, build contacts, improve the 

business environment, find funding, come up with new ideas 

and help each other in whatever way we can. A monthly Biz 

Buzz newsletter keeps everyone up to date with happenings and 

issues that affect businesses.  

This month at www.np4nb.online — Crisis Advice and Answers 

 Biz Buzz has the latest facts (19th March) about the 

business help you can access and how to get it. 

 All the contacts you need both locally and nationally. 

Names, phone numbers for direct queries and websites. 

 How are our local businesses coping? 

 Are you doing what your company needs? Your crisis 

management communications check list. 

 And, of course, the extraordinary twists and turns of the 

Mobile Phone Mast Mystery! 

If you have any biz notes please send to: info@np4nb.online. 

Janet Trewin 

http://www.np4nb.online/
mailto:info@np4nb.online
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SMART GARDENS 
Lawns and Borders Maintained 

Spring and Autumn Pruning  

Hedges Trimmed 

For free quote ring Vicky or Alan 

01953 860451 / vickyal0712@gmail.com 



New Buckenham Parish News 21 April 2020 

Kissing Gates & Parish News: 40 Years Ago 

This photograph was taken exactly 40 years ago on a sunny late 
winter afternoon, 1980. The young family is going through a 

kissing gate on the footpath north of the castle moat and you 

can see the other gate towards the church. They were simple 

and effective, and necessary because Mr Eric Gladden grazed 

his cattle on the fields. Under the metal gate is some snow 
which took a long time to melt in the castle’s winter shadow. 

The metal gate itself is secured to the post by orange baler 

twine, a method sometime referred to as a ‘Norfolk hinge’. 

The Parish News was then usually two or three pages of 

typewritten text, duplicated and stapled in one corner. The 
April 1980 edition had a black-and-white drawing of birds done 

by Richard Millington, the birder and artist, who then lived in 

the village. There was a lengthy article by Suzanne Booty 

about her exploration of St Martin’s gravestones, with evidence 

of a ‘scratch dial’ on a wall. Of particular note was the 
abundance of mosses and lichens on the stones. 

The Methodist Chapel announced eight services and a concert 

by the Diss Salvation Army for that month. The church flowers 

rota for Easter listed where the arrangements were to be and 

the 20 ladies that were to do them. Elsewhere newcomers and 
departures were noted, as were three deaths and the state of 

health of four named invalids, given as ‘in hospital’, 

‘indisposed’ and ‘improved’. 

Parish News carried no advertising, but invited donations. In 

the previous year there had been a surplus of £2.26. Perhaps 
because of this, the Magazine Committee broached the idea of 

starting paid-for advertising. 

After an article on ‘Superstitions’ by Mrs Joan Whitwham, 

there were numerous club reports. This particular April there 

were short articles about Wayland Lions Club, Royal British 
Legion (Women’s Section), the Church annual meeting, the 
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annual dinner of the South Norfolk Branch of the Diocesan 

Association of Ringers at the (old) village hall, Angling Club, 

Good Companions, Miscellany, and the Women's Institute 
where there was a film on thatching and the raffle prize of a 

chicken was won by Mrs Hazel Bates. 

New Buckenham Archive 

Contributions for the May 2020 issue of New Buckenham Parish News should be 

submitted by 6:00pm on Sunday 19th April 2020 to Linda Bryan, Pine Cottage, 

Marsh Lane (861107), Michael Boswell, Peel House, Chapel Street (860015), 

Richard Hoggett, 9 Church Street (860136) or by email to 

editor@newbucknews.co.uk. 

TO ADVERTISE: please contact Mary Dowson on 01953 860320 or mdowson@btinternet.com 

mailto:editor@newbucknews.co.uk
mailto:mdowson@btinternet.com

